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education in the awarding country, 
International Baccalaureate,  
European Baccalaureate and 
Reifeprüfung examinations complet-
ed in countries other than Finland. 
International Baccalaureate, Euro-
pean Baccalaureate and Reifeprü-
fung examinations completed in 
countries other than Finland.

In order to demonstrate eligibility 
to UAS studies, an applicant apply-
ing with a non-Finnish qualification 
must provide a copy of the original 
certificate to the Admissions Office 
of his or her first-choice UAS by 19 
February 2010 at 4.15 p.m. Finn-
ish time. The UAS will then decide 
on the applicant’s eligibility for all 
options expressed in the application. 
Those applying with a non-Finnish 
qualification must have completed 
the education they use for applying 
before the end of the application 
period. This does not apply to those 
applicants who are citizens of an EU/
EEA-country and who are complet-
ing their qualification in the spring 
of applying. Admission is conditional 
until the final certificate and the 
official translation of the certificate 
into Finnish, Swedish or English 
are checked. UAS accept only final 
certificates awarded by a national a 
regional body granting educational 
certificates. Therefore various other 
documents such as “Testimonials”, 

“Statements of Results”, “Examina-
tion Results” or “Result Slips” are 
not considered as official certificates. 
In addition, an authorised Finnish, 
Swedish or English translation of the 
certificate must be provided, if the 
certificate is not written in one of 
these languages. All certificate copies 
and authorised translation of them 
must be delivered to the Admissions 
Office by 19 February 2010 at 4.15 
p.m. Finnish time. Scanned or faxed 
copies are not accepted.

Applicant who is not a citizen of an 
EU/EEA -country must provide proof 
of his/her English language skills 
by the end of application period to 
the Admissions Office of his/her first 
preference UAS. In order to prove the 
applicant’s English language skills, 
he/she must provide one of the fol-
lowing minimum requirements: IELTS 
score academic level 6,0 or TOEFL 
score 550 paper-based test/213 com-
puter-based/79-80 internet -based 
test, or grade C in the Finnish Ma-
triculation Examination in advanced 
level English (IB-examination grade 
4 completed in Finland, Reifeprüfung 
-examination grade 7 completed in 
Finland or EB-examination grade 
6.00-6.95), or skills level 4 in English 
in the Finnish general language ex-
amination (www.oph.fi > Tutkintopal-
velut > Yleiset kielitutkinnot). Both 
TOEFL and IELTS test results are valid 

for two years. The Finnish general 
language examination does not have 
a set date of validity. TOEFL score re-
sults are only accepted directly from 
the Educational Testing Service.

In addition, upper secondary school 
education in English completed in 
Great Britain, Ireland, the United 
States, Canada, Australia or New 
Zealand or Bachelor’s or Master’s 
degree completed in English in one 
of these countries, is also accepted as 
a demonstration of sufficient English 
language skills.

5. Polytechnic/UAS and/ 
or university degree

You cannot apply to UAS degree pro-
grammes with a polytechnic/UAS or 
a university degree. Use your upper 
secondary school leaving certificate 
for applying to higher education 
institutions.

6. Discretionary admission

Saimaa University of Applied Sciences 
may use discretionary admission 
if the skills and knowledge of an 
ineligible applicant are sufficient. In 
discretionary admission the appli-
cant is evaluated by the result of the 
entrance exam only.

How to apply for discretionary 
admission: You can apply at www.
admissions.fi. You must contact the 
UAS to which you have applied and 
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inform them that you are applying 
for discretionary admission, they 
might ask you fill in an additional 
information sheet. Send all relevant 
certificates to your first-choice UAS’s 
Admissions Office.

Entrance examination
All applicants who have demon-
strated their eligibility and language 
skills will be invited to the entrance 
examinations. A written entrance 
exam is arranged consisting of three 
parts: English, mathematics a per-
sonal interview.

The entrance examinations can be 
arranged between 1 April and 7 May 
2010. The dates for the national 
entrance examinations are: tourism, 
catering and domestic services 27 
April; technology, communications 
and transport 29 April; social sci-
ences, business and administration 28 
April. A separate entrance test can be 
arranged abroad.

The maximum points awarded for the 
entrance examination is 100 points. 
The entrance examination results of 
those applicants who are admitted 
on the basis of the total of points for 
school performance and the entrance 
examination are automatically scaled 
down by 0.7. The minimum score 
for a passed examination are: tour-
ism, catering and domestic services 
30/100; technology, communications 

and transport 30/100; social sciences, 
business and administration 30/100.

Language test
The applicants’ language skills will 
be evaluated in the language test 
included in the entrance examination 
on a pass/ fail basis. An applicant who 
fails the language test is withdrawn 
from admission. 

An applicant can be exempted from 
the language test, if he or she has 
provided a certificate of his or her 
language skills to the first-choice 
UAS by the end of the application 
period. Please note that an appli-
cant who is a non-EU/EEA-citizen 
is required to provide proof of his/
her language skills by 19 February 
2010. The minimum language skills 
requirement is IELTS score academic 
level 6,0 or TOEFL score 550 paper-
based test/213 computer-based/ 79-80 
internet -based test, or grade C in the 
Finnish Matriculation Examination in 
advanced level English (IB-examina-
tion grade 4 completed in Finland, 
Reifeprüfung -examination grade 7 
completed in Finland or EB-examina-
tion grade 6.00-6.95), or skills level 
4 in English in the Finnish general 
language examination (www.oph.fi > 
Tutkintopalvelut > Yleiset kielitutkin-
not). Both TOEFL and IELTS test results 
are valid for two years. The Finnish 
general language examination does 
not have a set date of validity.

In addition, upper secondary school 
education in English completed in 
Great Britain, Ireland, the United 
States, Canada, Australia or New 
Zealand or Bachelor’s or Master’s 
degree completed in English in one 
of these countries, is also accepted as 
a demonstration of sufficient English 
language skills.

TOEFL score results are only accepted 
directly from the Educational Testing 
Service. The TOEFL code of Saimaa 
University of Applied Sciences is 
1967. Applicants can use the code 
when they register for the TOEFL test 
and indicate our institution as a score 
recipient. Other language certificates 
or signed copies of them must be 
delivered to the Admissions Office by 
19 February 2010 at 4.15 p.m. Finnish 
time.

Selection between applicants with 
equal admission points 
In case there is a tie in admission 
points, the applicants are ranked on 
the following basis:

1. the order of preference  
	  of the options

2. the result of the entrance  
	  examination

3. the grade point average  
	  in all subjects

4. points awarded for  
	  school performance



Upper secondary education leaving certificate, Grade point average 
	 ≥8.00	 ≥7.50	 ≥7.00 	 ≥6.50 	 ≥6.00
Points awarded	 15	 13	 11	 8	 4

Tourism, Catering and Domestic Services; Social Sciences, Business and Administration
Finnish Matriculation Examination
Grades 	 L/E	 M	 C	 B	 A
Mother tongue 	 5	 4	 3	 2 	 1
English, advanced level or	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1
English, basic level	 3 	 2	 1	 0	 0
Mathematics or the best general studies test *	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1
(* General studies if the exam was taken before 2006)

Technology, Communications and Transport
Finnish Matriculation Examination
Grades 	 L/E	 M	 C	 B	 A
Mother tongue 	 5	 4	 3	 2 	 1
English, advanced level or 	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1
English, basic level 	 3	 2	 1	 0	 0
Mathematics or general studies Chemistry/Physics*	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1
(* Those who have completed their Matriculation Examination before 2006 choose from  
mathematics or upper secondary school leaving certificate grade for chemistry or physics.)

Upper secondary school leaving certificate (only for those who have completed the Matriculation Examination earlier than 2006)
Grade scale 4-10	 10/9	 8	 7	 6	 5
Physics, min. 6 courses	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1
Physics, 2 – 5 courses	 3	 2	 1	 0	 0
Chemistry, 4 courses	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1
Chemistry, 2 – 3 courses	 3	 2	 1	 0	 0

Conversion chart for EB, IB and Reifeprüfung examinations
Finnish Matriculation	 Reifeprüfung 	 IB examination	        EB examination
Examination	 examination	 	 Mathematics	 Other subject-specific tests 
Laudatur 	 13 – 15 points 	 7 (Excellent)	 9.50 – 10.00	 9.00 – 10.00
Eximia cum laude approbatur	 12 – 10 points	 6 (Very good)	 8.50 – 9.45	 8.00 – 8.95
Magna cum laude approbatur 	 8 – 9 points	 5 (Good)	 7.00 – 8.45	 7.00 – 7.95
Cum laude approbatur 	 7 points	 4 (Satisfactory)	 6.00 – 6.95	 6.00 – 6.95
Lubenter approbatur 	 5 – 6 points	 3 (Mediocre)	 5.00 – 5.95	 5.00 – 5.95
Approbatur 	 4 points	 2 (Poor)	 4.00 – 4.95	 4.00 – 4.95

Conversion chart for the grades on leaving certificates
Finnish upper secondary 	 * Reifeprüfung programme	 IB programme	 EB programme
school leaving certificate	 leaving certificate	 	 leaving certificate	 leaving certificate
10	 13 – 15 points		  7 (Excellent)	 9–10
9  	 10 – 12 points		  6 (Very good)	 8 
8  	 7 – 9 points		  5 (Good)	 7 
7    	 5 – 6 points		  4 (Satisfactory)	 6
6     	 3 – 4 points		  3 (Mediocre)	 5
5       	 1 – 2 points		  2  (Poor)	 3–4
* The average of grades on the Reifeprüfung examination is converted by dividing the total points by 60,  
and then converting it according to the chart (e.g. 520: 60 ~ 8,67, thus converted to 8.)
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Saimaa University of Applied Sciences
Admissions Office
PO Box 99 (Pohjolankatu 23), FI-53101 Lappeenranta

email:	 admissions@saimia.fi
tel. 	 +358 40 740 6735 or +358 400 290 422
fax. 	 +358 2049 66588
www.saimia.fi


